WORCESTER, 


©, - andſomeadjacentparts, 


ron. ——— 


Of divers 


Miniſters of Chriſt | 


In the County of 


For Catechizing or Perſonal laftruding 
Alli in their ſeveral Pariſhes; that will 
conſent chereunto, 
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IL The Articles of our Agreement. _ 
IE 4» Exhortation to the Yonge to ſubmig fol. 
this neceſſary VVork,. 
- I I1.The Profaltion of Faith, wid C arrebifms, | 
which! We ve defirs' them firſt to learn. 
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Our warrant from God: 
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IC 7. 20. 20,28, 31. And have taught 
FS You publikely, axd from houſe to houſe. 
_ w T ake heed therefore to your ſelves, and 
Vat co @/! the flock over the Which the Holy *© 
S Pee 7 ff hath made you Overſeerr,td feed 
the C harch of God, which he hath purchaſed" with his 
own blood. By the ſpace of three years I ceaſed not to 
| Warn every one nignt and day with tears, 
| - Luke 12.42, Who then ts that faithful and wiſe 
Steward, whom his Lord fball make Raler over his 
boufhold ; to give them their Pn of meat in due 
ſeaſon 
Col. 1. 28. Whom we preach ; warning (very man, 
 } and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that We may 
Preſent every man perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus, . | 
Mal. 2.7. For the Prieſts lips ſhould keep knows 
ledge, and they ſhould ſerk the "Law at his manth ; 
for be 6 4 the (Meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. 
| 7 3 | 


Ee 


Ma:k \ 


4» 


Mark 4. 34. And When they Were alond, he expound- : 
etall things #0 his Diſciples. SE” ? 
Heb. 5. 12. Te have need that one teach you again. 
Which be the firſt principles of the Oracles of God, and * 
are become ſuch as have need of milk, and not of ſtrong | 
weat. See 1 Cor. 15. 1, 2,3-to8. 4 
1 Cor.4q-1.Let a man ſo account of us as of the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the myſteries of God. © 
Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the Rule 
over you, and ſubmit your ſelves.: for they watch for 
Jour ſouls as they that muſt give account;that they may 
do it with joy, and not with grief ; for that ts unprofita- 
ble for you. - | Wn 
I The. 5. 12,13. Febeſeech you brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and are over you inthe 
Lord, and admoniſh you : and to 'efteem them very | 


bighly in love for their works ſaks, and be at peac 


_ anong your ſelves. Fas 


In the ſixth general Council at Trull : iu Conftan- : 
tinople it 2 thus decreed, Can, 78. [ Thatthey that 
are bap:iz:d oughr 'to learn che Belief, and on the 

"fift day of the week to ſay it over co the Biſhop or 
the Pcesbycecs. } ; #4 | 


We. 
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E Miniſters of Chriſt, whoſe names ars under- 
". . written » having ſought Gods direftion,, = 
* enquired of his holy word concerning our duty, ani 
| fnding owr ſelves under many obligations to ſeek, di= 
. ligently the edification and: ſalvation of {ouls : aM 
withal con{idering the greatneſs of owr Work, , and the 
ſhortneſs of our own and our neighbours lives,. ayd the 
ftrift account that we and they muſt ſbortly yield to 
God our Indge ; Do bumbly beyail onr taogreat: ne- 
gleft, that We bave not more frequently, earneſtly, 
aud unweariedly employed our care, and time, aud la- 
hour, ou ſogreat a Work, evevay co the. ftrift.and 
holy precepts. and patterns in Gods Word; eſpecially 
that we-have done no more.in Catechizing,and familiar 
perſanal inſtraiting', to acquaint men With the moſt 
neceſſary points of our Religion, and to work them on 
their hearts, for the awakening of them from ſecurnty, 
and drawing them from ſin to God , by the faith of 
- Chriſt, aud for the direfling thew in the right Way to 
their everlaſting Peace. eAnd as we earneſtly Me of 
. God to pardon this our great neglett,throwgh the. blood 
and interceſſion of 1eſws Chriſt : ſa do Wwe by hrs grace 
reſolve te be hereafter more faithful and diligent, and 
n= el 4 theres. 
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fhirefore do mnanimouſly agree avd reſolve on the par 
ticulars following. 


T. 'ſhat we will in the ſeversl united Churches of 
this County:& the adjacent partes,where we areTex- 
chers,ſet apart the day of 
publikely to humble our ſouls before God in Faſting 
and Prayer for our former negligence, and to beg 
pardon thereof, and of all our miſcariages, that the' 
everlafting miſery of mens ſouls may not be charged 
on our heads; and to ſeek his direRtion and affiftance 
for the time to come, and to acquaint our Hearers 
with their diries, in reference co the following. 
work to be undertaken: 


IT. That we wit{hereafcer, by Gods afsiſtance, 
lay out more of our time, andisbour, in the fore- 
faid work of Catechizing , and familiar inftruQting 
people in the Doctrine of Salvation: And, that or- 
dinarily we will ſet_ apart a' convenience Rated time 
for this work,at leaft on one'day every week; and in - 
greater Pariſhes, either two or three ; or elſe mote 
honrs on that one day,as otir ſtrength and other ne- 
ceſffary imployment (hall-permic.. And: whereas we 
have only hicherco Catechized the younger peaple 
in publike ;'we (halt now defice either the whole 
Families to come eopether by their turns,-to x cer- 
exin place, on acertafnftared day,and hour,or ſo ma-* 
ny of chem'that are not Catechized publikely, And 
the Elerk-or ſome other fi: perſon (hall be ſent to 

; them 


(S) 


/ them ſome days before, ro remember them of their 


S . turns, and co know whether they will come, or 


| nor. | 


I1I. Weconceive the firrelt place for the aged, 
will be the Miniſters houſe, unleſs where ſome ſpe- 
cial accident may make another place more Fir. Or 


.. if any rather chooſe to doit in the Church, or 


that cheir children and ſervants be catechized in 
publike , and themſelves in private, We ſhall grane 
their defice ; and though jt be the duty of the pees 
' ple to come to the miniſters for inſtrution in 
any-convenienc_ place which they (hill appoint ,; 
which all homble and obed:enc Chriſtians will ceadi- 
ly yield co, yet if any will oot come to us, we (hall 

0to them, if they conſent to hear us, and co be in- 

ructed ; The like we (hall do ro thoſe' who by 
reaſon of Ape or other weakneſs, or diſtance, cannor 
well come to us, or at Jealt we ſhall procure fome 
char are fic for ſuch a work, ro go co them, and ins 


ſtruR chem, if by weakneſs or greater works We ate 
hindred our ſelves. 


IV. If any: be unwilling co be catechi- 
zed , or inſtruted b« fore the relt of the family, 
we (ball do ir as privately as they pleaſe ; on'y 
we ſhall catechiz: the women, eſpecially the 
younger ſort in the preſence of ſome of che 
reft, I(t malicious wicked perſons ſhou'd make 
it an occaſion of ſcandal and reproactt: bur we ſha!l 
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as carefully as we can avoid the opening of i 


weakneſſes of parents, or maſters, in the hearing le 
their children, or ſervants, in any. way that m a 
_ rend to the diminiſhing of their aythoricy and < A 
reſpeQ. | A 


V. We ſhall deſire all our pariſhioners, old aj P 
a | uk 
young, that are able, to learn the ancient Creel 
with our Expoſitory profeſſion, or Catechiſm, I 
taining it, the ren Commandments and the Lov 
prayer, and che Aﬀemblies ſhorcer Catechiſm ; aj |, 
thoſe that cannot ( at leaft withouc longer rims! 
lexrn the Catechiſm, we deſire chem firſt ro learn; 
the reſt; and thoſe that cannot ſo ſoon learn or 
profeſcion, we (hall expeR at leaft that they learn thi 
Creed, the Commandmeats, and the Lords praye 
andendeavour co lzarn the reſt in further time, ' 
they are able ; or if any pretend ſcruples apain| 
| our Profeſſion, or the allowed Catechiſm, they y- 
uſe any Orchodox Carechiſm which themſelves wil 
| chooſe. We. 


V I. When we receive an *ccount from them 0 
"what they have learned of theſe heads of Cate 
-chiſm , we (hall alſo faithfully endeavour to hel 
:them: in che righe underſtanding of them , and 
get the cruchs which they learn into their hears an 
lives ; in all which we (hall endeavour as prudent 
as we can, tO ſuit our Inſtructions and, Queſtions tt 
the capacity. of the perſons co whom we ſpeak.Not 
| ſeeking 
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7 ſecking to diſgrace them, or puzzle them by hard 
2 unneceflary queſtions or words, but expreſs the 
7 plaineft neceſſary truths in the plaineft words ; 
'7 andif they underſtand not one phraſe , we ſhall try 
*: whether they underftand the ſame truth in other 
; phraſes : nor ſhall we ſtand ſo much on their 
' words as their meanings; and if they be not able ro 
"7 deliver a fandamental truth in any tolerable words 
> of their own , we ſhall cry by their afftcmatiops 
* or negations whether indeed they underſtand it, or 
W believe it, when they hear it expreſt by us: we 

ſhall endeayour alſo to uſe fuch love and meekneſs 

as may win,and avoid ſuch harſh imperious ſpeeches 
4 [45 way offend ; and to uſe ſuch ſeriouſneſs as may 
'; tend to awaken the ſtupid and ſecure, leſt all our la- 
 bour with them: be loft, and yet ſuch tenderneſs, as 
that the weak may not bediſcouraged. And be- 
cauſe it is a work that requireth ſuch great prudencs 
el and holy skill, cogether with zeal, and patience , we 
” Challthe more reverently and canteloufly atcempr 
and mannage it, avoiding all raſbneſs , obſerving 
and lamenting, and ſtriving againſt our impruden- 
cy, unskilfulneis, a3nd- other unfitneſſes; and ear- 
neſtly beg of God more fitneſs for his work, 


* 
by 


V I 1. Thoſe that have not learned the words of 
| any of the aforeſaid Principles or Catechiſms, we 
(ball yer defirero come to us with che reſt of their 
| families,thac we may have opportunity familiarly co 
| diſcourſe with them and ioftruft chem. + 

os - - VIILWe 


(8) | 
V 1 TI. We ſhall defire that the moſt learned, ot; 
judicious and Godly people xmong us would ſubmit! 
to this courſe, as well as others, though they have} 
not the like need, leſt their forbearance be a pre} 


tence to others to keep off ; eſpecially ſeeing the 


wiſeſt and Godlieſt men are bound by God co! 


obey their teachers and guides , as well as others ; 


and all Chiiltians have need co keep the great fun-| 


damental truths ſtil] in memory, for their daily uſe, 
thac they may live upon'them; and the beſt may yet 
]er fome advantage by ſuch conferences , which 
miniſters will fit co cheir riper ſtate, 


I X. Having procured this cur Agreement to be 


printed, together with an exhorcacion ro our people } 
co ſubmic co this work, we (hall firſt read both co 


| them in'the -publike aſſembly upon ſome Lords day, 
and afrerward give and cauſe to be delivered one 
Copy thereof co exch famt'y in our ſeveral pariſhes 
that will accept them , defiring them that they may 
be read to all the family. 


_ "SE 


X. As for thoſe that after ſufficient admonition | 
ſhall comtempruouſly and obftinarely retuſe ro be | 


either Catechized,or /nſtrufted, thus p:rſonally by us, 


giving us no valuable reaſon of cheir refuſal, if they. | 


are ſuch that have profeſſed themſelves members of 
our Charge,in the particular Churches wherof we are 
Paſtors, we ſhall proceed as in ther cales of ſcanda), 
or impenitency,uill we have either prevailed for ther 

|  tef0;- 


| 


| 


(9) 


reformation , or elſe rezeRed and avoided them. 


i And if they are ſuch that are only members of the 

yes Pariſh, and have withdrawn themſelves from our 

..\ Charges and the particular Church, by refuſing to 

h4{ own 3nd profeſs their memberſhip, we ſhall yer ſo 

-g1 - far d ference themfrom the relt of the Pariſh, who 

| are Traftable and Texchable (though refuſing to 

k 7 be of our particular Church, and charge ) as char we 

| ſhall,in regard of Communion, and che application 

| Of ſealing and confiimiong ordinances, deal with 

þ| themas the obſtinate dcſpiſcrs of inſtration ſhould 
be deal: with. 

4 - _ 

e| 

) | : | If 

| z £ H E reaſons which move us to this Agreement 

. and Reſolutiongare cheſc following. 

. 1. As 1t is undeniable that the everlaſting perdi- 

, | tion of mnlticudes is cauſed by their ignorance, and 


people periſh for lack of knowledge; ſo.is it moſt 
evident that catechizing and familiar perſonal 
MinftruRion,is 2 preat means tO overcome thar killing 
ignorance ; and that much of the darkneſs of this 


|| Landis chargeable on the negleR of this necellary 


work. 


*\ * 


| 2+ The aged among us are too componly.more 


Tanorant then the younger ſort.; and though their 


ſouls (hovld be as much.regarded by them, yer have 
| | | we 


gation, to be catechized;{bur yet we are in hope that 
fewer of chem will refuſe tro 'come to us in private ; 


and ſeeing we are thus neceſſitated co deal in pri- } 
ate with one part of the family, if it be cheir defire, | 
we ſhall take all cogether in che ſame way ; Per- | 


haps one will encourage another. We obſerve alſo, 
chat the younger when rchey are once married , will 
come no more to be catechized publikely , and 
ſo too many forget that which before they had 
learned, which this courſe may prevent. 


3. Ic is the principles and fandamental truths that 
life or death doth moſt dependupon , and in which 
the eſſentials of Chriftianity do conſiſt ; which 
cherefore no man may be utter{yygnorant of , that 
hoperh for ſalvation; and which the cip:{t Cherſti- 


2ns have the greateſt daily uſe for , and- moſt conti- | 


nually live upon as their bread and drink ; and choſe 
that are well grounded in theſe fundamentals, are 
likeſt co ſtand ina time of trial, and co refift cempts- 


tions, and ro hold faſt , and grow up in the know-- 


ledge of the ſuperſtrufture ; und it is the want of be- 
ing well rounded in thefe fundamentals, that is 


the cauſe of much of the herefie and apoſtacy of | 
chis Age. Tt is the improvement of cheſe principles ' 


that is the true Chriſtians daily work for the mana- 
ging of his duties , the quickning and ordering of 
his affeQons,and the guidance of his life ; and it is 


we no hope of prevailing-with theſe to come pub- | 
likely on the Lords day, 'in the face of the congre- }- 


the : 


yy (1) 


12e fehe want of ſound digeſting and improving of theſe 
e . {that is the cauſe of much of the hypocrikie, and ſelf- 
ri. {deceiving opinionative and faQtiqus kind of Religi- 
re ouſneſs, chat hath ſo prevailed: Ina word , the be- 
c- {nefir of right Catechizing, aod the miſchiefs char 
9. ifollow.the negleR& of it, are more indeed then w 

11 {can expreſs or conceive. En 


id 


underſtand not our publike teaching, though we 
ſtudy to ſpeak as/plain as we can, and that after ma-. 
ny years preachipg , even of theſe ſame fundamen- 
jrals, too many. can ſcarce tell any ching that we bave 

ſaid, when yet we finde that chey . better underſtand | 
and Jay to heart a familiar Conference. 


; © 5. The Lords day is ſhort enough for the publike 

| worſhip of God and preaching of the word , wich 
;hoſe private duties which are neceſlary in our Fa- 
milies, though we reſerve Catechjzing , at, leaft of. 
; | theaged,to another day, eſpecially in cho Winter, 


7, =" vw". 9v- v9 WW” 0” os 
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; when the daies are ſhorr. 


 ; 6. By this means we hall better know the ſtare 
+ of our hearers, and better know how co ſpeak ( 

z publikely to their neceſsigies, and how $o pray for 
them ; and how far either ro. bemoap them, or 
$- reJoyce over them ; and we (halt becter underftand- 
their. capacity and fitngſfs for Communion and Sa- 
Craments | 

hs 7. If 


4 | 4. Wefinde by fad experience , that the people 
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| this work, we cannot tefl how to have any fic opp : 


- right way, co ſave mens ſouls, as they will don 


| (12) 2 
_ 7. Tf we appoint not a ſtated time and place if | 
4 
runity for ic - becauſe we know not when to find ; 
people ar leiſure rogether, and prepared thereto 
-n6r can every weak Miniſter endure the attendanglf | 
and inconvenience of ſome of their hquſes, for Y} | 
long cime, without apparent injary to their health of © 
YES, 


4 


- 


'8. The diligence of Papiſts and SeQaties wil 
condemnus, ifwe will not do half ſo much in'y, 


wrong way co pervert them. The Papitts will bringy - 
all rhe people ro confeſs cheir moſt ſecret (ins in fe: 
cret to their Prieſts; and we bave heard of ſom 
that have approved of cheir Church rather then oursy 
becauſe ir js more ftriQ in ſuch praRiſes. The Seay 
ries of ather Set 'Freep into houſes , und lead caps 
tive the filly people by their ſmooth deceivis 
words and induſtry : If we then chac have a better” 
work todo, (hall betray meny ſouls by lazy negli 
gences, all rheſe might riſe up againſt us and con 
demn us, iow 


9. The work that we agree upon is of unqueſtions} 
able neceſſity ; ic is not of che controverred "mit, 
ters, where ſome godly men are of ane minde, an, 


| ſome of another : we know of no party repute 


ſobec and pious among us, but are all agreed of thy” 
uſefulneſs and excellency , which is more m_—_ « | 


F , id | 
 tretuvek of this Catechiziog , and familiar Inftru. 


pa cle Aion; and we obſerve them all as with one minde 

ard -mouth , complaining of che negleR af it, and 

e oF commending the performance ; we think it therefore 

” 2' ſad and unexcuſable thing , that while we con- 

C5 | Hi abouc controverſies, molt ſhould negleR char 

h off "neceffary work which all zpprove of, even while 
$ they thus negleR ir. 


ny, to. Ic isxa work whetein we have the counte- 
n "nance of authoricy. Former Rulers commanded Ca- 
ing} techizing,and the preſent do not diſcountenance ir, 
Tf burencoursgeus to ſuch works. It hath been che 
my conſtance Praiſe of the Primitive Church, who had 
re} ofe their Catechiſts co: reach theſe principles ; - and 
Ky all Apes have alfowed ic without any conGderable 
I contradiction - And the Catechiſm which we agree 
og touſe, was approved by the Church Aflemblies of 
iq England and Scotland, as x part of che Unifor- | 
1s mity. 
ft 


11, We receive the publike maintenance to this 

end, that we may be enabled to lay our our endea= 

th. vour for the good of the whole Pariſhes from which 

& we do reccive it - and therefore we are further ob- 

figedin Juſtice todo our beſt for the ſalvation of 
"them all, | | 

B 


(14) 
Upan theſe plain and preſſing Reaſons ( amor Yi 
others ) we find our ſelves called ro lamenf$14" 

_ our former negligence, and more diligent 4m" 
[0 perform this needful work, arid to exhortÞ#"!) 
our Pariſhioners to encourage us by theit ll 
ſubmiſ:ion and willingneſs; and we do reſolve hoy 
upon 3 more faithful diſcharge of this duty tf #9! 

- thoſe that (hall chus ſubmit, | wo 
Tho 


Subſcribed by  Gile 
BD” 2  - HGeo 
Picker Baxter, Teacher of the Church at X5dder- iT he 
, miſter, T7 vets 9 0m 
John Bur aſton Paſtor of Ribsford and Bewaly. Foſl 
Richard Eades Paſtor of Beckford, Gloceſterſhire. WY 
Charls Nott Miniſter of Shelſly. 5 {Rec 
Tames Warwick M niſter at Hanly Caſtle. AS1 wr 
Thomas Eavans Miniſter at Welland. | bl 0) 
Thomas Wright Teacher at Hartlebnry. TR 
| Jobn Nott Teacher at Sheriff Hales,Staffordſhire. ol 
| Henry Oaſland Teacher of the Church at Bewdly. \F* 
7obn Hill Miniſter at Clifton upon Team. | Ro 
T7 hows Baldwin Miniſter at Wolverlep. : 7 
Richard Welley Miniſter at Salwarp- | 
7ohn Freeſton Miniſter ac Hampton Lover. ' _.. \ 10 
Kichard Sergeant Preacher at Kidderminſter. 4 s 
eA ndrew Triſtram Paſtor of the Church at Clevxt. fe 
T hemas Bromwich Miniſter at Kemſey. "$54 <-Y T 


Thomas Frank Teacher at Nanton Beachamp. 
 }. :Jobn Taylor Mititier ai Dudley. 22s _ 


 Pilkan 


: (155 
#/iliaw Spicer Miniſter of Stone. " TIM 
ntLuwmpbry Waldern Miniſter of Brooms. 
i{$amnuel Bowater ReQor of e4(Hep. 
(Benjamin Baxter Miniftet xc Upton upon Severe. 
if/illiam Lole Miniſter at Pyrion, © | 
iT homas Frantis Miniſter at Doderhil. 
0p homas Jackman Miniſter at Surrough. 
illiam Duarbaw Paſtor of Tredington; KC: 
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{7obn wilmoe Preacher at Parſpore.. 
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ariſh, 
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4 An Exhortation to all our Pariſhio- 
'. _ners to ſubmit tothis Neceſſary work of 
Carechizing and perſonal Inſtruction, 
which we have Agreed on, for the fur- 
thering of their own Salvation. 


ti 
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' To all the Inhabitants of our ſeveral Pariſhes , Grace 
and Peace from God onr Father, and from the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt. 


Early beloved Brethren, whoſe ſouls are 
pretious both to Chiilt and us, and whoſe 
Pexce and Salvation we do carneſtly defire. Ir bath 
| - Pleaſed the God of allthe Earth to call one this 
poor unworthy Iſland 'in the utmoſt parts of the 
world, to make it his garden, while others remain 
a wilderneſs :.and a Land of light, while others live 
in horrid darkneſs ; Here hath he Proclaimed the 
Goip?l of his dear Son., and mad? plain to us the 
way to-everlaſting fel city + He hath not dealt ſo 
with every Narion, nor have they beard and ſeen 
What we have done. Moſt of the world do lie 
in the darkneſs of Heatheniſh Idolatry , Infidelity 
and Mahometaniſm - and too much of Chriſtendom 
in the darkneſs of Popery and Herefhie, It hath 
pleaſed the Lord of the Harveſt, to fend forth La- 
| bourers 


(18) 
bourers into- this part of his Harveſt; though, y 
'confeſs, too weak and imperfeR, yer more nun ben 
rous, and faichful, and diligent, chet: moſt of hy. 
Churches elſewhere Proportionably can (hew. 2 Ry 
hach wonderfully diſpelled the miſts of Popery, an ceive 
many of his ſervants haye laid dowa their lives'in n 
flames in witneſs 2gainſtic ; , and with a mighty hand} en! 
hath be hitherto bindred its return. We have the he-: plai 
ly Scriprures faithfully cranſlared into our own Lan) cer 
guage, and Bibles ſo common, that every family may. ast 
have. one or more at a ſmall price, and may make! 
them the matter of their daily exerciſe. We have chis! _ 
Scripture weekly at leaſt read and preached to w; 
publikely: we have the living examples of many that} gi, 
fear God,in whoſc hearts his Law is written.though | q1 
imperfe&ly, and in whoſe lives it is expreſt. We]- be 
haye very great Numbers of excellent Books, ex-! 
pounding this Scripture, ard plainly direRting us in | my 
the way co Salvation ; ſo that we know no Nfurion | jo 
that in their own tongue hath the Jike. And: awong | 
the reſt we have the ſumm of Chriſtian Religion in } \ r 
Catechiſms, in ſo ſmall x room, that the weak may | y 
EI 
| 
{ 


leary, underſtand, and remember it. 

" Yet after thele wonderful mercies and means, we | 
mult needs confeſs it, to the grief of our fouls, "thar A 
many thouſands in this Land of light, do wilfully | 
live in darkneſs : And whereas they mighr all, for. | 


| 
the time and means, baye been able to teach others, 
they have need. co be taughe apain the very 
principles of God, Oracles , and to be fed as obey | 
Mae. with 


' (19) 
® with milk, and not with ſtrong meat , 3s being un- 
* ckilful in the word of Righteouſneſs, Heb. 5. 12, 
© x3, 14. It aftoniſheth us many times when we have 
4 occaſion to talk wich ſome of our hearers, ro per- 
b ceive char they know: very little of the DoRtrine 
” which we have been preaching to them ſo many 
( years, 2 plainly as we could ſpeak:If we could ſpeak 
*-plainer ro then, we would; for we know it is a mar- 
'/ ter that chey mult underſtznd or periſh. Ir is ſad to 
[ ns to hear many men, that can talk underſtandingly 
| about matters of the world, that can ſcarce ſpeaic 
: a word of ſenſe abont the matters of their Salvation, 
' or ſcarce pive us ary reaſonable anſwer, if we Qic- 
; tion them abour the very fundamentals of Chriſtia- 
| nity, without the knowledge of which they cannot 
'* be ſaved. | 
| { "Upon this ſad experience of mens Ignorance, we ;03 
| have been brought co a deep Conſideration of out "iN 

| own Negleds; and the Lord hath partly ſer ic home \ 

upon'our hearts, and in the apprehenſion thereof our [Is * 
\ ſouls have been brought. low, ro think how we have 
wronged Chriſt, ard you, and left God ſhorld re- 
quire your blood ar our hands. © For though we 
have frequently and faichfully raughr you in publik-, 
which is enough to leave, you without excuſe . yet 
perceiving thac it mult be a more familiar coucſe ; 
that muſt help the extreamly ignorant to uader- «3 
and, we lamenc that we have done no more 3 
in it then we have done. And though ſome of us 
haye hitherto. excuſed our ſelves, by our bodi- 
| B 4 | 
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ly weaknefs, or other prefling buſineſs of our c 
ling, and from your negleit:of coming to us accoth me 
ing toyour duty ; yet dare-we no longer be guilty; Ca 
of chele excuſes, while we diſcern any further mean; Al 
eo be uſed for your good. Having therefore fought ſoi 
Gods direRion , and Conſulted together with hit all 
word before Oux, eyes, We Qo all with one min( al 
Agree and Reſolye ro ſet upon the praftiſe of Con: ri! 
ſtant Carechizing, 3nd perſonal familiar InſtruQi.: ſp 
on of all that (hall not obſtinately reſuſe our hejp;; 3 
and chis we (hall do, by Gods aſsjſtapce, according; (. 
co the Rules which we have hereunto adjoyned,' C 
And becauſe we cannot expe& that the Aped and; f 
Rich ſhould be perſwaded to be. Catechized. in the} « 
open Congregation, and becayſe it is many waies ins | : 
| 


$ 
I 
w 


convenient that ye ſhould go from houſe- to houſe, t 
if we can avoid it, and it is your unqueſtionable duty - 
es ſeek ro your Teachers, and obey chem in as great | 
a thing as this; wedo earneſtly intreat you,thar you | 
will ſabmicto this order, and willingly come tothe 
place which -the Miniſter ſhall appoine, even. your 
whole families in their turns, when they are called, ' 
both old and young ; and that Parents and Maſters 
will lead their childten and Seryants, -and give them | 
2 g20d example, and not Condemn themſeives by 

reuſing chat duty which they confeſs their children 


hould perform : eſpecially ſeeing ignorance.in the | 
| 
| 


' 


Aped- ts a double (in and ſhame. We intreat you 
210 that yon will beſtow ſome time and labour, eo 
learn by memory,the Common Creed, with our Ex+- 

_  politory 
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: politory Profeſsion, and the ten _Command- 


ot® ments, and, the Lords Prayer, and this ſmail 


vile; 
8 J 


Catechiſm, '8nd the ſhorter Catechiſm of the 
Aſſembly of Divines. And if you cannot rexd, get 


gh; ſome to read them to you that can, We intreat- you 


hir alſo to take ſome pains to ſee that your families do 


inſ/ all leara the ſame : and eſpecially beſtow all that 
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time on the Lords day in this exerciſe , which can be 
ſpared from the greater parts of Gods ſervice : As 
alſo that you would biivg all your family-with-you 
( except the children who are Catechized in} the 
Congregation) at thetime,, and co the place that 
ſhall be appointed , there to render ſome account 
of what you learn , and to-entertain ſome familiar 
conference about ir, that you may be further In» 
ſtruted in the way to life,, If you knownever ſo 
much already , we ſuppoſe .y9u will not loſe your 
labour : and the moſt Judicious (hould be the moſt 
humble, Obedient and exemplary to the weak. If 
you have learned never ſo little, and find ithard 
co remember the words, yet we increat you-to come 
with thereit, for ſome familiar Conference and In- 
ſtruQion : For the leſs you know and remember, the 
woxe helpyou need. 4h 
Now the Lord hath awakened us his unworthy 
Mc.flengers to the ſenſe of our duty , Odo not you 
diſcourage us, and pleaſe the Devi), and fruſtrate all 
our work and hopes, by your: wilful: refaſal ; 
eſpecially when we call yoy. to no Controverted 


work, bur that which all the ſober Chriſtians io the. 


world 


Cady 
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world'will confeſs to be your duty : In ſome othe; In 
matters, ſome are of one mind,and ſome of 2:30rhert; W* 
bur , throughthe great mercy of God, it is nor ſq; M 
here, You can have no ſuck excuſe to cover your! 
refuſal -- but if you will nor Learn and Obey, you! 
muſt event ſpeak our, and ſay you will'noc, and tell} 
God plainly ſo co his face, and ſo ler your na«eds Þ 
neſs appearto all. Now God hach put ic into our: 'c 
hearts rodo-you good, and cauſed us to thirlt after, * 
the welfare of your ſouls, we beſeech you take heed; i 
of Refuſing your mercies. If you come to us to en-! 7 
gui the way to ſalvation, we dare not for all the' 


) 


v 
world refuſe to reach you ; for then how (houſd we} ( 
meer the Lordin Judgement, and look him in the'| 5 
face that made us watchmen for mens ſafeties ! How' | 

| 


Dd ads amt 


then Dare you refuſe to be Taught, or to beſtow! 


your time and labour for to Learn ? þ 
' Dear Brethren, the Lord: who is our Judge and | 
yours,knows,that ic is not a defire to domineer over | 
your Conſciences ; nor any pleaſure that we take in | 
needleſs troubling you; much leſs any ill will co you, | 
that caufed us co take up this Reſolucion, and'to call '} 
you to this work ; Bur it is the ſenſe of our former 
fin and preſent duty , and of the great Neceſviry 
hereof- ro your Salvation. Alas, f:(h and blood 
hach kept us from- this duty too long already; and 
if we would hearken coir, we ſhould not fo much: 
rrouble our ſelves or you, but let you alone in your 
fiaful Ignorance ; you miy quickly underſtand char 
ie is)far-cxſier to us to pleaſe you, and let you alone ! 
| Indeed, 


; (23) 
thy Indeed, we cannot bur expeR that this work which 
her, we have now undertsken , (hould- bring upon: us 
15} much more labour or trouble to the fleſh, then ali 
ons our Pablike preaching doth, We are frail ſinners, 
you. and have fi:(h and blood as well as you , that would 
tell! fain draw vs back from ſuch. troubleſome duties, and 
eds perſwade us to take our eaſe, and not eo loſe tha. 
our: love of our neighbours by moleſting ehem ; Bur 
rey. woe to us and you if this ſhould prevail | you ſhould 
eq; therefore rather encourage us and warn us to be 
n.'| Diligent, and ca take heed to our Miniftery, which: 
he'; we have received in and of the Lord, and co fulfil it, 
vel! C04 4..17- If we were Stewards for the ſupply of 
1g'] your bodily wants, you would call to us forhelp, 
| and not [tay till we ſeek to you;much leſs would you 
refuſe it. We have all need to joyn heart and hand, 
' to help one another ſafe. cto Heaven; and all little 
| enough, when we bave ſuch enemies withi'1 
; 3nd without us ; and fo many difficulties befor: 
{ usto overcome. We know that you will have ma- 

; ny Temprations from Satan, to keep you back. 
| from chis proficable work ; He thatis unwilling of 
.-' your Salvation, will be unwilling that you (hould 

learn the way roit, He will perſwade the Rich 
and worldly-wiſe that it is a buſineſs unbeſeeming 
them to be Catechized or Inſtrufted; As if they were 
ro00 good to Obey Chriſt and his Officers ,- or eobe 
ſaved 1 He will perſwade the Aged that they arc 
roo old to learn, and thatit is only for Children or 
the younger ſort ; As if they were to® old to yank 
E Ve 
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ved! oras ifit were not yet time to learn how vx 
Live, when they have almoft done Living ; or boy. _ 
ro Dye; when Death is ſo neer ! Alas,that any reLivif 
ſonable ſou! ſhould be ſo broictiſh , when moſt qſ000 
their lives is already ſpent in Ignorance and worl{k99\ 
line's, and living to che fl:ſh,and they (ſhould ſpeeds feat * 
ly lament their former folly, and Redeem the lirth TeX 
time chardoth remain ; when one would chink the; Ohe 
ſhould day and night be afraid | left Death ſhoul{ £16 
ſnarch them away in their ſin and Ignorance ; that 1s 9 
yer they (hould not only delay and loyter, bue wil! Be 
fully refuſe, and ſay they ate too old to learo/When 19 
you know Certainly thar you muſt be ſhortly in Þ** 
another world, in endleſs Joy or Torment, is it not; YO 
. time £o know whar world it muſt be ? Or at leaf! fs 
r0 uſe your utmoſt diligence that you miſcarry not; © 
12: matter of ſuck unſpeakable Conſequence?Should} ho 
not the old,that are ncereſt their Journeys end , be! ©? 
moſt careful co know whither they are going , and; ©© 
where that end will be, and to ſee leſt they bave hi-| 
therto miſt the way ? While there is life and time, 4 
there is hope of mercy,it you have bur willing minds 3 
to uſe Gods means ; buc if you remain unwilling cill | : 
x 

| 


time be gone , there will never be the leaſt hope of - 
Remedy more, Tculy Brethren, if Chriſtianity were | 
2 fable, and there were no ſuch things as. Heaven or 
Hell when th's ſhort life is ended , but men dyed as 
dogs do, we ſhould never then trouble your minds 

with theſe matters, but ler you live in eaſe and , 
pleaſure white you may, Bat we know that che 
| Living | 


tf * 

do (25) 
+Living God is True ; and Heaven and Earth ſhall 
ſooner fail, then one tictle of his ſacred Word, We 
{know that we and you are hafting to che Judgement 
d« ſear of Chriſt, where we mult be acconntable for our 
th Teaching, and you of your learning, and both of our: 
9 Obeying and Love co the Truth, and of all the 
{ time and means that we did polleſs. We know that ir 
a is bue afirtle while cill we and you muſt be all gone 
1 henceand the. places where we live muſt know us no: 
Q more. We know that then we (hall wiſh we had 
2 been more diligent in Teaching, and you will wiſh. 
! you had been more diligent in Learning ; and all of 
| os Mm Obeying/ OSus, what ſhould you ſo mictx 
/ think on, as:the God wham you ſay you. love and 
| honour, and the Heaven that you ſay you hope for 
! everto enjoy,and the neceſſary way that leads there- 
' to? if you _—e Chriſtians, what ſhould you more 
' mind, then;Chrift and his Benefits ? Col.4.1,2,3, 4,5 « 
\ Mat. 16. 19,20, 21, 23. Joh, 6, 27. Will you 
. drop out of the world, before you have well Conſt- 
dered what you had to do init? will you loſe the laſt 
hour or part of your Lives as you have done the 
reſt * yea and make that a reaſon for it? As if you 
would not Learn in your Age, becauſe you learned 
na ſooner?will you live all your youth with-purpoſes 
to repent and turn to God in your Age and then 
when Age comes , will you refuſe co Return, be- 
cauſe. you did ic noe ſooner 2 What is this but to 
abuſe Chriſt all your youth, and then abuſe him more 

in your Age, becauſe you zpuſed;him in your ay 
r3QW. 


not only a wiſh that you had been wiſer ; which is! 


meerly forced by the ſight of death! woe to that \ 


man for ever, that dyeth before he hath done the 


buſineſs of his life : and that muſt go to Chrilts } 


Judgement, before Chriſt have had his heart | We 
beſcerh you therefore rather lay by any thing then 
theſe needful works ; you have nothing elſe ro mind, 


that in compariſon of this is worth the — 
n 


itis for this thac all things elſe muft be Uſed. 


themſelves they are bur as childrens toys; will you- 
play with chem till chey and you do fall cogether in - 


to the duſt>and chat while greacer things ſtand by?It 


is Chriſt and Grace, and the promiſed Glory that 


will never deceive you, if you will but ſeek him, and 
ſer your heart upon him,and eſteem him above theſe 


_ cranſicory things, and make it the chief buſineſs of 


your life ro Pleaſe and Enjoy him ; which cannot be 
without the Knowledge of fiim. Isit not pirty- thac 


God ſhould have any Reaſonable Creature that 
Knoweth not his Maker ot his Laws;or his own hap- 


pineſs ? 1s ir not pitty after al] that Chriſt hath done 


and ſuffcred for the world, that any that call them- 


ſelves his Diſciples (ſhould ſo lirtle know him , and 


the ſalvation which he hath purchaſed, and ſhould | 
fer ſolighr by him, as td rejeR bis invicacions ? and 
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Jo negleR this great ſalvation Cath. 22. 5, 6, 
eftHeb. 2. 3- O that you had but felr whatit is to be 
ndfunder the bond of Gods Commands | eſpecially the 
re. jgreat Command of the Goſpel; then you would 
ghilſee that you refuſe not bim [that ſpeaketh : For if 
nd} they ſcaped not that refuſed Moſes that ſpake on Earth: 
is] much more ſhall not we eſcape if We turn away frons 
at | im that [peaketh from Heaven, Heb. 12.25. Orhac 
he | you did teel but what it is to be under the power of 
ts | conſtraining Love! 2 Cor. 5, 14, And to have the 
e; Love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in your hearts by the Holy 
a] Ghoſt! Rom.5.5. And the Spirit to write (hrifts 
p 
| 


Law Within you ! Heb.10. 16.Then would you lovg 
for move of Chrift, and run after him in his Ocdi- 
{ Bances with thirſting ſouls, and delight in his Law, 
.} and medicaie in it day and night,and love his Teach- 
| ings, and delight ro do his will, Rom, 7. 22. P/al.1. 
2» 3. P/al. 10,8. & 119. 24. 77, 35: &40.1,2, y 
Theſe chings would not only be your buſineſs, bur \-14.4 
| your Pleaſure:even your meat and drink, /ob. 23. 12, . 
| O that you did know in this your day the things that be- Ee 
long unta your Peace , before they are hid from your W 
ra | Luke 19. 41, 42. Andthat you would once il 
oberiy Conſider whac it is to be in everlaſting Joy 
or Torments ! and that you would live as men thar 
believe theſe things indeed | 
We do yet apain beſeech you in the name of him 
* that Made you, and Redeemed you,and for the ſaks 
_ of your own immortal ſouls, that you will not be 
fo (tour; or ſelf-conceited, or ſo careleſs, or ſo con- 
| | @.-_ tempuous 
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temptuous of the Grace"of Cod, as to refuſgþ#'% 
come to your Teachers to be Catechized and Wo 
ſtrnQed, or to beſtow your labour in Jeatning th heb 
Principles. You can loſe but little by te, and off 9: * 
that which however you ſhall ſhortly loſe. YEP! 
may ger"th;t which” ſhall never be loft. - O what Flea 
Glory would it be to our Pariſhes , and to ofP* 
Land, if you would all joyn as with one mind 'P**t 
learn and ſtudy the. things of Chriſt | what a Joſt 
would this be tothe hearts of your Teachers , to ſal 
you readily: with one accord to come to them fol P09 
InſtraQion, and obey the word / All the wealth 6 pk 
the world would not ſo glad them, or do them ig. , 
much good as this would do. Bur what a Grief is £. 
it to our hearts at preſentrothink , that ſo many ** 
of you do- live in wilful Darkneſs, and will not} © 
uſe the mes8ns to get out ! and to think what is like: b. 
ro become ofyou for ever, if death ſhall find you! 6, 
inthis ſad Condition ! Now we are neer you, and} | 
fain would ſee your hearty change.Bur then, betwixeY , 
vs and'you what a gulf would there be ſer? Lak. 16} 
26, The word of God wilteercainly bemade good: }- 
And, he hath expreſly ſaid; that if the- Goſpel be hid, | 
it is hid to them that are loſt: in nhom the God of this }_ 
world bath Blinded the minds of them which believe' 
zot, leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt , Who «| 
3 the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. 2 Cor. 4. f | 
3, 4+ Ana people periſh where vifien faileth, and ( 
for lack of knowledge , Prov, 1.22,29. &29. 18." \| 
Hol, 4. 6. And: When # people have 0 underſtanding, # 
| | be 4 
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< "as 
#tha FORT theiw will not ſave them iu be thai 
'f ated thews Will | ſheW thews no Favorr,l{a.27. I 1.that 
| wes be Without knowledge, it 1s not good, . Prov. 
rb. 2.79 know God and his ſon Chriſtzs Eternal life : 
'# Job 7. /3- How-ſadly dorh God. calleven tothe 
at ow and Earth'to hear bis Complaint apaidſt his 
af Tfa. 1: 3, 4: betauſe be had brought up a 
Tom MPand d they rebelled againſt hins : the Ox knew his 
Wnt , and the eAſtbus Maſters Crib , but Iſrael 
brew mY Gol ; ht people wowld ot Confide). . Give 
1 not God cauſe to complain. thus of yon , left you 
ove your ſelves the complainersin the end.; ... | 
{. It grieverh us alſo to ſee ſo many untaug be chil- 
y dren and farnilies aniong you ! to ſee the Look day 
{ ſo idly ſpent, when you hive ſo much of this ne- 
| teffury work todo! Taſee fo many of you. either 
- tive without the Lords Supper; and the holy Com- 
"Fiugion of the Church , or elleexpeR i it when you 
] know nor whar you do: Andiit much .grieveth ug 
"when We come co viſit the fick, and would fain ſpeak 
"Tomfort to their departing ſouls, and find them in 
"ſo Terorant and Carnal aftace: that we dare not do 
1 it- "O whar x trouble muſt chis needs be to our 
1 Fr fe fook thac we ſhould ſpeak Peace to you 
7 "ut the hour of Death, thar will not learn the way of 
vid yourlife;+ but rather abhor it, and wilfully 
f CEA ” Bur chat/isn ching that we may not do ; 
J if 'we ſhould do it's we ſbould but deceive 


"4 ou. © 
=, -Brerkren; ko rite ai mercy,while- the God of 


| 8 


mercy 


(39) 
mercy doth offer it y0u1 Think nor. x litele abt 
roo mach, to learn” that which mult be Leanfbe 
pen pain of Damnation ; and which may make(yj 
Happy-For. ever. Itis che higheſt, the nobleſt, wi th 
ſweeteſt work that you can mind., or be implogil de 
in! /Ocher-thitgs: «fs drudgery. to this ,” and. my it 
pive:place to it. , Harden. not therefore your heyy ft 
-againſt'che IoftruRtion and belpthat offered: yg! 4 
Ic is none of our purpoſe:to queſtion you. in matte r 
{ 
t 
F 


4:2 
4 
o 


'of Schollarſkip, - but. bf meer Chriſtianity. z nar. 
ſharhe' the Ignorant, but to. teach (them, ; mor if 
uzzle you with hard unneceſſary Queftions, bu * 
©o ſpeak: to you according to your ſeveral 'Capad! 4 
'ties.” You can learn'atrade-to live; by And cooll +: 
-you not: karn: the way to Heaven if you were xf © 
: willing and diligent ? you ptay that me well of 1G 
may be done: and willyou'not learnto doit? .y0 
pray, that his Kingdow may come; and bi Ns 
e Hallowed ::and wilkyon nog Jearn to-Know thy - 
. nature and dignity -of this Kingdom, and how to hal 
low his bleſſed Name ? God is willipg.to Texd 
you , and therefore hath. ſenc -bis- Son to. be. you! 
' Teacher : All Chriſtians ate'his Diſciples or Schol!- 
lars: and its an ill Scholar that Refolethyeo Leam;| 
or be raughte. Chrilts way of Teaching is, - joyntly} 
by his Miniſters , "Word, and: Spirit-: if yon Refuſe] 
theſe; yon refuſe Chrift : And: thoggh you, may 
- think it is but x man that you'deſpiſe,; yvt 
- himſelf faith, He thet deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not wan but 
"God, 1 Thel, 4. 8. ez1nd betbat deſpiferh a 
| nt 


(31) 
2th me, Lyke 1:0: 16. And he that deſpiſerbbimipfhal! 
eandbs /iphtly efleewed,. xnd defpiſed by him in: ths 
ex day of his Neceſlity, 1 Same2+:30. Prov. 1:24.t0 
t, wtheend. And he hat deſpiferbs: Kuowledge;i ſhall be 
logil deſtroyed, Prov. 13.43, O tow tuck betres would 
. map ie ſeem co us, if you wauld go along with us:Cheer- 
hea) fally in che way of Salvation, then toforce usto be 
"pq wicnel(s againſt you: to your "Condemnation/!. For 
14 Chriſt bath ſaid, . that if people receive not His 
xc. Meſſengers, and bear thera not, they.muſt depart, aud 
x. {oaks off the duſt of their feet ar 4 Teſtimony  aggioft 
bi them; And he bath aſſured us that: ir |/2all ber:more 
ad colerable for Sodom and Goniorrah i» the: day of 
2olf [Tudgemont,then-for that City, Mark 6.11. Math.. ro. 
of 114, 15. hee, \ /Þ0 +I A208 
G Finally Brethren, we conclude with the repeti- 
tion ,of our iformer_requelt; -that. if God+haveiſo 
«tuch intereft iiniyou, if-Chrift andche holy Ghoſt 
:-have ſo muck intereſt in you, if your own Salvati- 
on be any of your incereft, or if we your: Teachers 
and friends have any intereſt in you, we earneſtly 
+-beſeech you, that not one family, nor one perſon, 
/... old or young would deny us this requeſt which we 
|. ,mak2,co our own L1bour, but for your Good} Firft 
\ that you would take ſome pains' 16 Learn yer the 
e - Creed, with :our Expoſitory Profeſfion , the >Ten 
Commandments , ; and rhe- Lords Prayer;our mall 
Cuechiſm, and che AfſembliesſhorterCurechiſm. 
Secondly that: you would ſee'thac all your:Chilqian 
-and Seryants. .( chic _ capable ): lcarnchen x: 
2 


eſpecially 


| : (32) | 
efpecially.on\the Lords day. Thirdly ,. that jy 
would not-refuſe.to.come when. you arc alled, ol 
pive pour . Teachergan-acconot of your Knowledgiy,,, 
and: (\ bow. ictls' ſoever. you" have learned. yet} ,yi, 
co-rereive. InſtroGion by them.' - And think itng gg, 
£00:'much :that 'weidelire. you" to! come to us; fo! the 
you know-iviss more regular and certain way gi 
fort alkro:cometowneplace, ' then for ius to go ſect 
after every perſoh, nor knowing where and whet 
te: find-them:;;::fo .ts::.it no more then you.'omt 
topour: Teachers ( in order co your..own good ; } 
when: God hath:made them Srewurds of bis-howſe. 
hold; to give them their meat in due ſeaſon, Luke 12. 
42..Tir,!f..7: 1Cor.4.1, 2, and hath .Commanded 
you to obey them that have the Rule over you ; for thy 
watch for your ſofils,:as thoſe that muſt 'yive acconnt, 
- that they may'do it With log; and not with' Grief ;, for 
" rheat 3s unprofitable far you. And'Mal# 2.7; For the 
Pribfts itips ſhould keep KnoWledge , and they ſhould 
ſeth the Law at his month : for hes. the Meſſenger of 
' the Lord of Hoſts, -: - | 
If che Lord bow your hearts (incerely to yield co |. 
this .odradvice, it will be the Joy-of your Families, | 
: the honour of your Towns, Fatiſhes and Country, | 
a' good example for the whole Nation to imitate, |- 
. and 3g will be che:Comforc of your Teachers, and a 
. good: preparative :eq; your own everlaſting Peace ; 
_ :fo great benefits will follow a Small, a Cercain, a 
Reaſonable duty. Bur if after all chat we can ſay 
- or do, ;you unthankfully and obſtiaately _— 
THI | cp Y 
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| belp that is freely offered you, your Blood will be 
> Cupon your own heads; and your Conſciences ſhall 

edgp,exr us witneſs that we made you this offer; and 

} this our Exhortation ſhall riſe up in Judgement 

eng for 1 witneſs againſt you - And then Chriſt will have 

5-9! the glory of his Juſtice on all that ſer ſo light by the 

Ms Riches ofhis Grace: 

cet. | 
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Theſe are the Teſtimonies, Warnings 
led. and requelts of us the ſeryants of 

Chriſt for the ſaving of your ſouls, 
whoſe names are before written. 
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ir TT: Conner K ofe Ta ga oc 
- I: Refituenr God the: Father Almighty » AMaker of Kegan 
© and cargh.' Av 5 -Feſhts"Chrift hus only Son ew Layd, 


iohith was tonctig/n3by rhe Huly Ghoſt; bortof the Virg/n 
Mary ſuffered under Pontius Pilate ; was: Cruciftcd, atag and 


' buryed; he deſcended into Hel 3. Fhe third day be roſe: 48am 


from the degd « he aſcended into Heaven and farce on the Right 
/ ride he, hal tome ta 


of fins : the Refurrettion of the Body, and the Life everlaſlivg. 


bn ——_—— 


The Lords Prayer, Math. 6. 


eaR Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Fame : 

Thy Kingdom come 2: Thy will be done in earth as it is in 
heaven: Give ns this day. our daily bzead 2 And fo2give ns 
our debts as we fo2give our debtozsz And lead ns notinto 
temptation» but deliver us fom evil 3 fox thine is the Ring- 
DoW2 and the Power» and the Gl0zy» foz ever» Amen, 


The ten Commandments. Exod. 20. 


GE D ſpake all theſe wozds» ſaying» J am the Lozd thy God 3 
which have bzought thee out of the land of Egypt out of the 
bouſe of bondage» 
Thorn ſhalt have none other «ods but me. _ TS 

Thon ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven images 02 any likes 
neſs ofany thing thar is in Heaven above, 62 that is in the earth 
beneath» 02 that is in the water under the earth 3 Thou Halt not 
bow pown thy ſelf to themno2 ſerve them 3 foz J the Lozd thy 
God an a jealous Od » vigens the tniquities of the Fathers 

| | 0 
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#pon the childzen » rnto the third and fourth generation of 

hate me 3 and ſhewing-mercy unto thouſands. of them 

ove mezand keep my rommandinents-. ..' + 
Thou ſhalt not-take the name of the Lo2d thy Godin 

tor Wold will not bold him guiltleſs that taketh bis nay, 

* Remember the apbath Jay to keep it holy 2 fit days ge 


thou labourand Do all thy wok 3 but the ſeventh day is the 
bath of chr Lo2d thy God 3 in ivthou ſhalt not do apy wotksthy. — 
no: thy :for's no2 thyTaughters -thy en.” by 4 Dj 1 


ſervants no2 thy cattelzno2 the ranger that ſs within thy caves!” | 
fo2 in fir davs che Lo2d ' made heaven and earth » the ſe 
and all tha* in chenr'is » and reſted the ſeventh day 3 wherefiy- 
the Lo2dblefſed the Sabbath day and hallowed it,: - "+1 

' Honour thy father and thy mother » that thy Days map yy x 
{on« uyon the land which the Lo2d thy God giveth thee. | 
; Thou ſhalt not kilt; +. - # SETAE. | 
Thou tbalt not commit adultery» | 
Tone mos ae faile tltuels acaink thy Neſs | 
os ſha't*-not bear falſe neſs aga y bour. 
Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbours honſe-thou ſhalt = covet! 
thy neighbours wife, no: his ye mg way pr bis matdoſervant, . 
N02 his ox>no2 his aſszno2 any thing that is thy netghbours; - ++ 
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PO TY 

ing he fuller profeſſion of our-Faith , raken our 

| Y'. of Scripture for the better underſtanding 

he By BA: - 

op, ba L 


W ; mm b- * es — A - m—_— 
gue Believe that there is One only God i [int three Perſons, 


ef 4*[ The Father,] Infinite in Being, | _ 
beret? Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power - the anermcnt ed J 
#  Maker,Preſerver, and Diſpoſer of all 1, _ — 
mh things; and the moſt Juſt and Mercitul,Lerd of all....- 
'  IBelieve that Mankind being fallen by fin from God and 
' Happineſs, under the wrath of God, the curſe of his Law, 
BY _ the Power of the Devil, Gad ſo.loved. the world ,  thar 
poo / he gave his only ſon to be'their Redeemer, who being. God, 
y = ' and one with the Farker , did rake-to hin our nature;, and 
*... became many being :concelved. of the Holy Ghoſt _in the 
' _ , Virgin Mary, and born of her, and named Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and having lived: on carth without fin, and wrought many 
Miracles for a,witneſs of his truth, he gave up himſetf 
a ſacrifice for. qur (ins,,: and a Ranſome for us, in ſuffering 
| death on the Croſs; and being Buried , he roſc again the 
/ | third day, andafterward Aſcended into Heaven, - where he 
| is Lord of All, ; in; Glory with, the .Father : And having 
 Ordained thar all that nuly Repent, and Belicye in him, 
; and love him above allthings, and fincerely Obey ſhim, 
e | and rhart ro the death, ſhall be taved and they that will not 
. - ſhall be damned ; and commanded his miniſters to preach 
the Goſpel 'r0:the"world'; He will come” again ; "and raiſc 


o 


| | | the bodies of all.men from Dearh, and will Iudge all ,men 
| 


accerding to what they have done in the body : and. rhe 
p—_— ſhall go inro life erernsl , and the reſt into evet= 
* laſting Puniſhment, | 
-;I Believe that God the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of the F- 
* ther and the Son,was ſent from the Farher(*)by | = Jorand 
the Songto- inſpire and guide the Prophers, and ( = 
n Apoſtks 
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ſed by his Miracſes 5 and now-contained irs the holy: Scri. 


_ tainthe Gregoing Profe LANE the Four 
the pars pomarr2vs gee EA 
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S | (3$). . ; 
apotttcs 4 that "they right Fully reveal-the Jager, 


riſk, gnd by ipOKiardes 6 Ir 
ful pit, 6 be che'g6edriwitne6 y-- aFehs. | by 
of his holy; word, ng oa Gee 2nd wt in a oh ag 6 


drawn'to believe , that, being | &joyned Che! 
head, and into one Church, which if his body, and ſo y.* 
doned-and made the fons-of God, they. may be a pec 
people ſanRified to Chriſt ;/ and may mortifie the file SUP 
and overcome the worldand' the Devil, and bring zeals ki 
of goo works 5 maſt erve God in Holineſs and 'Righredl a 
the ſpecial Love and Communion( — 
the Saints, and in Hopeof Quriſts Coming, ,' and of 5 
laſting life. 
———; do hearcily rake this one God (*) for 1 my iy 
(*) 1s tht} ly Ged'y/-and my chief good ; -atid this Il 
Trinity of | Chriſt for my- only Lord-Redeemer and Sa 
Perfons . our , an@'rhis Holy Ghoſt-for my $anRiker 
- 1 and the Doarine'by him" revealed; and witne! x 


rures, I do take for the Law of:God, and/-the Rule of my; 
Faith, and Life. And Repenting unteighedly of my fr : 
I do Reſolve through thegrace of God, "i fincerely to obyy 
bim, both in Holineſs t6 God','and Righteouſneſs ro mey 


"and ir ſpecial Iþve to 'the''Szinrs, arid Corimunion with 
them,” againſt all rhe rerhpeations of the Devil, the worm 


and nY$ own FN and this a Sarh. 
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...Ib6 CATECHISM. 


1. There is one only God 
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SEEN TOOIE * they that receive bum by 2 an Boggs go? 
Ltectnal att AND 18. 1u.24 47. AR 5. 
| that by true Repentance yo foztake the De- 5 TULIEOs 
GIRO On nd the Fleſh, and heartily turn ;\ 45:20. Lux 13: 
em unto $ » Gall freely _ the ;z. Mar-4-13- Ifa 55- 
5 of their Gs, and become the ſons 0 f Godz 53. & 1.16. Fzek.1s, 


and Heirs of everlaſt Mi 21.70 33. & 33 11-25 
kife »* and that if they ſi os, he —_ _— — — 
cerely love and obey bhi = wi, certainty of faith 37 33-Tit-3 5v- Heb. 


to the death » they pk £ and perſeverance. _- 005 GE IN 


lozUped 3 and that the a5: 16 @ Lov 
that Hill nots A "thisz Hat be damned. And CR I 


2 Th.3.12Jo?.f. 33. 


apaths, te rot bat 

nd by mQhimun Evident &Saric 
 fulpin, © be rhegvch Suck clan G atk a<1d: oficþi 
of his holy; ord, ng we dwall.and workin all M6 
drawn to believe aong i & Þ oyned to Chit ($8 

head, and into one Chinthe wi his body, and lo A i 4 
doned and made the fore of God , they may be a pecul)hat 
people ſanQified to Chriſt ;5/ and may mortifie the fidſt2".” 
and overcome the Ter arid the Devil , -andbeing zealy ae 


of good. works ,| may ſerve God in Holineſs'and 'Righre 
-nets5-and-may live rhe ſpecial Love - and Communion —— 
the Saints, and in Hopeof Chriſts Coming, ,' and of Ew |. 
lafting life. vs 
— Ido hearrily rake this one God (*) for my y 

(*) 18 the] ly Ged'y-and my chief good ; :atid this Tell ©, 
Trimiy of | Chriſt: for ry- only Lord-Redcemer and Sa 
Perfons. ' our ; an&'rhis Holy Ghoſt- for my SanRika 
- 1 and the Do&rine' by 'bim revealed: and wit; 

ſed by his Miracſes z and now-contained ins the holy Scriþ, 
rures, I do rake for the Law of 'God, andthe Rule of my; 
Faith; and Life. And Reperiting unteighedly of my fink, 
I do Reſolve through thegrace of God), '' fincerely to oby 

him, both in Holineſs t6 God','and Righteouſneſs ro men, 

_ and: ir! ſpecial Jove ro 'the''Szinrs, ati 'Corimunion with 

"chem, #gainſt all the rethptations of the Devil, the Work, | 
and myo own "EDN and " to erat.” | 
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